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Status 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is responsive to tine amendment/RCE filed 8/04/2008 respectively, which 
has been entered. Claims 1-13 are currently pending. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . The request filed on 01 -1 8-2005 for a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) 
under 37 CFR 1.114 based on parent Application No. 11/617,628 is acceptable and a 
RCE has been established. An action on the RCE follows. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Bruchner et al. (5,820,503). Bruchner et al. discloses an idler comprising a pulley 
supported by a bearing (2) that is mounted on a tension adjusted member (3), wherein 
the tension-adjusting member (3) is in communication with a fastener (5/6) that fixes the 
idler to a mount (1) and inherently rotates the tensioning adjusting member in a 
tensioning direction. As is well known in the art, it is apparent that as the fastener (5/6) 
provides two components of forces, in that it fixes the tension adjusted member (3) to 
the mount and at the same instant the tension adjusted member (3) will actually rotate 
in the direction of the turning action of the fastener due to frictional torque between the 
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contact surfaces of the fastener and the bearing mount thereby inherently providing 
tensioning on the belt. 

In claim 2, note the tension adjusting member is a cylinder that cooperates 
with the inner portion of the bearing (2), and an eccentric bore axially therethrough. 

In claim 3, note the tension adjuster comprises a reaction friction surface and a 
resistance surface (see attached drawing). In addition, it would be inherent for the idler 

In claim 4, note the reaction resistance surface with a reaction-mating surface of 
the fastener and the resistance friction with the mounting surface. 

Regarding claim 5, note the arm (1) having a pulley mounting portion and a dual 
fastener bore at (1 1) at one end. 

In claim 6, note the curve slot (9) in the cylindrical portion of the tension-adjusting 
member. 

In claims 7-12, Bruchner et al. disclose the claimed invention above. 
Regarding clam 13, it is apparent that the method steps are inherently included 
during the application of Bruchner et al. device. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to Marcus Charles whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7101 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 7:30 am to 6:00 
pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ridley Richard can be reached on (571) 272-6917. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Marcus Charles/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3682 



